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ABSTRACT: Argiope bilali, a new specie of spiders was described from Dadu, Sindh, Pakistan. 
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INTRODUCTION  
The Argiope spider  somewhat large and amazing  that often 

have a markedly coloured on the abdomen.  These spiders are 

knowing know throughout the world. nearly everyone 

countries in tropical or temperate climates these    species that 

are similar in appearance. It got its name from a Greek name 

means “silver-faced." 

The spiders belongs to order Araneae are very robust and 

potent predators and they are also important biological 

control agents their predatory role towards insects and on 

other spiders, although a few large species also praying 

vertebrates. Coloration of Argiope is silvery white, and make 

a zigzag type of web.The taxonomic work on the spiders 

were studied by several authors, [1;2;3,4,5,6,7;8,9 

10;11;12,13,14]; Unfortunately, such significant and useful 

natural biological control group has been neglected in 

Pakistan. Present knowledge of spiders fauna in Pakistan is 

highly restricted to the taxonomy.  

In October 2013, the authors found a female specimen of the 

genous Argiope at rice field in Dadu. This species is 

clearly different from Argiope trifascitae and argiope 

pardhani. The authors are able to describe this new 

species and to make some valuable considerations about 

the new record. 

 

MATERIALS AND METHODS 
The total number of 621 specimens were collected during the 

year 2013 and 2014 in the months of October to September 

from four taulkas: Khairpur Nathan Shah, Mehar, Johi and 

Dadu of district Dadu, Sindh, Pakistan. The new species was 

also caught among the above conducted survey and visit 

above selected areas. Further work was done using standard 

research methods. 

Argiope bilali n.sp 

DIAGNOSIS: The species is closest to A. trifasciata. but 

somewhat differ on somebody patterns and on the basis of 

genitalia and line drawing discussed in n.sp. 

DESCRIPTION OF FEMALE HOLOTYPE:  
Carapace covered by silvery scales on dark black brown back 

ground. Chelicerae dark brown and its anterior boss small. 

Posterior eye row (PE) is strongly procurved, posterior 

median eye (PME), anterior median eye (AME) large and 

anterior lateral eyes (ALE) a posterior lateral eye (PLE) small 

(Fig.1a,b).  Labium and maxillae are dark brown, labium is 

wider than long, having distal pale yellow border line. 

Sternum dark blackish brown with median wide yellowish 

bar which forks posteriorly into three wide spikes. Legs with 

dark brown bands with yellow light rings.  

ABDOMEN: 
is wide as long, shield shaped with silvery scales and 

transverse thin black lines, sides of abdomen slightly lobed 

covered with slivery scales.  Venter black with two semi-

circle parallel pale line enclosing black area, broken 

posteriorly going around spinnerets on black area appear four 

silvery white hairy patches reflecting on black area.  

Epigynum noticeably hard, with wide median septum(MS), 

epigynum scape with two depressions on its each side  (Fig.2 

c,d),  Spermatheca (SPT) is kidney shaped, epigynal orifices 

(EO) strongly diverging  detail dorsal structure show in line 

drawing. (Fig. 3. e,f)    

MATERIAL EXAMINED 
1♀, 12 XI-2013 Makhdoom Bilawal, (Asif Raza) 

ETYMOLOGY: 
This new species name after locality.  

REPOSITORY: 
The type material is deposited in the Advanced Entomology 

Laboratory, Department of Zoology, University of Sindh, 

Pakistan. 

 
MEASUREMENTS: 1♀ (mm) 

PARAMETERS HOLOTYPE  (n=1) 

Body Length 10 

Carapace Length 4 

Carapace Width 4.5 

Abdomen Length 6 

Abdomen Width 5 

 

MEASUREMENTS OF LEGS (mm) 

Legs I II III IV 

Femur 8 7 4 6 

Patella + 

Tibia 

9 8 6 7 

Metatarsus 7 6 3 5 

Tarsus 0.9 0.7 0.5 0.6 

Total 24.9 21.7 13.5 18.6 
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Fig. 1. (a-b) dorsal, and ventral, view 

of Argiope bilali n.sp bilali n.sp 

 

 Fig.2. (c-d) Eye pattern and epigynum 
ventral view of Argiope bilali n.sp 

bilali n.sp 

bilali n.sp 
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Fig.3. (e-f) Dorsal and f. Ventral view of epigynum 


