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ABSTERACT: The limiting ability of the fault current of the high-temperature superconducting fault current limiter
(HTSFCL) is based on the relation of the resistance and the temperature of the superconductor. YBa2Cu3O7 (YBCO) can be
included in the second generation superconductors having a low resistance at temperature lower than the threshold
temperature and with increase in temperature due to the increase in current, there is an increase in its resistance which leads
to the limitation of the fault current. The optimal positioning of HTS-FCL is important because HTSFCL is high in cost and
also because of the maximization of its usage. In this paper the application of HTSFCL in a single machine system to infinite
bus bar has been studied using the PSCAD/EMTDC. The optimal placement of HTSFCL has been developed keeping in mind
the enhancement related to the power system security, voltage stability and rotor angle stability .The optimal HTSFCL size and
location is determined for a 39 bus New-England test system using differential evolution algorithm using MATLAB which
guarantees the indices related to the security, the voltage stability and the rotor angle stability.
Key Words: Fault current limiter, HTSFCL (High Temperature Superconductor Fault Current Limiter), Security,
Voltage and rotor angle stability, DE (Differential evolution).

1.
INTRODUCTION
Short circuit current level is one of the most important issues
as far as designing, utilization and power system protection is
concerned. With the spread of interconnected grids, increase
in the demand level and increase in the distributed generation,
the short circuit current level also increases and becomes few
times the rated current of the system; this can cause heavy
damage to the equipment of the power system. Since the
power system equipments are expensive and because of the
replacement problems, occurrence of damage must be
prevented. Therefore, instruments for the limitation of fault
current are used. Power system operators are interested in the
use and installation of those FCLs which in the normal
functioning of the system have low impedance (voltage drop
and power losses) and limit the fault current in the first peak
and also have a low repair and maintenance cost. This is the
reason why HTSFCLs got noticed.
Materials made with the HTS technology(less than 1ms) have
the fast transition between their resistive and superconducting
state and have the ability to limit the short circuit current of
the first peak in the low resistance superconducting state and
in the resistive state. HTSFCLs are of inductive, resistive and
inductive-resistive types which are noteworthy because of
their resistive characteristics [3].Unlike the inductive type
this particular type doesn’t cause any sort of problems as far
as the voltage stability is concerned[4,5]. Recent advances in
the HTS technology the cause of increase in the quality, fast
performance and the resistance of the resistive condition of
the HTSFCL and has reduced the cost of cooling of the
superconductor [4, 6].
Specification of the optimum size and location of HTSFCLs
using the optimization algorithm such as GA and PSO has
been the subject of several papers. As mentioned in [8] the
feasibility analysis of the superconductors was performed and
the optimum location of SFCL was found by fault analysis.
References [11, 14] have performed the optimal placement
with the aim of coordination of the protective equipment.
Previous papers for the determination of the optimum size,
location and value of FCL have always focussed on the main
goals of stability [7, 10] or security [4, 9, 15].While a

compromise must happen between these two. The proposed
method is a complete solution for this problem.
This paper shows the HTSFCL capabilities for limiting the
fault current and improving the enhancements of voltage and
rotor angle stability. A placement problem of HTSFCL has
been formulated for the reduction of fault current and the
improvement of the indices of voltage, rotor angle stability
and the optimum values have been calculated using the
differential evolution algorithm. This method has tested on a
39 bus New England test system and the results have been
validated using single objective approaches.
2. HTSFCL Model
HTS materials have two states one being the superconducting
state and the other one is the normal (highly resistive) state
and the transition between these two stats (known as a
quench), according to the figure (1) is specified by current,
magnetic field and temperature. The use of second generation
HTS products (such as YBCO) instead of the first generation
ones (such as BSCCO) has been the cause of increase in
reliability and quality in FCLs as well as it has been able to
reduce the production costs [17, 18,19].YBCO acts as a
superconductor when the temperature is less than 77 K due to
this reason liquid nitrogen is the most ideal substance to be
used in the cooling system. With the passage of fault current,
the cooling system no longer is able reduce the temperature
of HTSFCL rapidly and with the increase in temperature
HTSFCL enters the highly resistive region. After the
occurrence of fault, a specific amount of time is required for
the HTSFCL to return to its superconducting condition, this
time period is known as “recovery time”. Decrease in
recovery time requires an efficient cooling system.
Figure (2) illustrates the (E-I) characteristic curve of the HTS
material and this curve is expressed using relation (1), where
E represents the voltage drop across a unit length, I represents
the current through the superconductor and n is a constant
number. For controlling the steepness of the characteristic
curve of the fast quenching superconductors, value of “n”
should be about 20.
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According to figure (3) the given system was subjected to a
three phase-to-ground fault at t=15 sec for the time = 0.1 sec.
Active and reactive power changes, generator rotation speed,
rotor angle, current and voltage were observed during the
fault as shown in the figures 4A and 4B (in order from top to
bottom), 4A shows the state when FCL hasn’t been used and
4B shows the state when FCL has been used.
It is obvious from figure (4) that the number and domain of
the reactive power fluctuations have reduced. It is obvious
that the changes in the active power are the cause of the
changes in the rotor angle and lesser these changes are lesser
would be the rotor angle fluctuations. Also it is seen in figure
(4) that by using HTSFCL the changes in power and also in
speed have reduced which in itself is a sign of higher angle
stability. As it was stated earlier that the aim of using
HTSFCL is to reduce the fault current, in this system when
HTSFCL was used the fault current was reduced by 35% as
compared to the situation when HTSFCL was not used.

Figure (1) - HTS superconducting state

Figure (2) - Voltage-Current Characteristic curve of the
HTS
(1)
Resistive HTSFCLs are usually modeled as variable resistors.
Some of the references (such as[7,20]) use time dependent
variable resistors and some other (such as[21,22]) use current
dependent variable resistors for utilization of the stated
process both the models have a suitable performance[25].The
current dependent resistance of HTSFCL can be expressed
using relation no. (2), where I is the current, (R max) is the
resistance in the normal state, (Rsc) is the resistance in the
superconducting state, (IQ) is the critical quenching current
(app. 2 pu) and n is a constant whose value is equal to 24.
(

)
(

)

(2)

2.1. Performance of the HTSFCL model
In order to analyze the performance of the resistive HTSFCL, its operation was tested on a single machine infinite
bus(SMIB)system as shown in figure (3).The stated system
has a synchronous machine rated 120 MVA, 13.8kV
connected to an infinite bus of 230kV with a frequency of 50
Hz and X/R=9 through a (∆/Y) transformer rated at3.
13.8kV/230kV, 120MVA and the resistive HTSFCL has the
following specifications n=24،IQ=2pu
،Rmax=50Ω و
Rsc=0.02Ω and the recovery time from the superconducting
state to the resistive state is 1ms [7,10,24,26], this whole
setup has been simulated in PSCAD/EMTDC.

Figure (4) – illustrations of the changes in the system
parameters

Voltage changes in the first fault occurrence have reduced
when HTSFCL was used and the effective value of the stator
voltage has also reduced by 33% of the amount it was when
HTFSCL was not installed, which confirms the higher
voltage stability circumstances.
Problem formulation
For obtaining the optimum size and location for the usage and
installation of the HTSFCL, intelligent methods can be used,
some of the studies have used genetic algorithm for the
optimum placement of FCL. It is obvious that the main aim
of the installation of HTSFCL is the reduction of the short
circuit current level. A system’s security and protection
parameters are improved if short circuit current level is
reduced. Short circuit current of every bus can be calculated
using equation (3) and also by updating the values of the
matrix ZBus.

Figure (3) - Single machine infinite bus system in
PSCAD/EMTDC

(3)
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Where ZKK represents the diagonal elements of the matrix
ZBus and Epri-faultK is the voltage of the k th bus before the fault
, k = 1,2,3…..n and n is the number of buses. Therefore first
expression that must be optimized is shown in th equation
(4):
Minimum (J1) = ∑

)4(

Increase in the critical clearing time leads to the increase in
the angular stability of the rotor of the synchronous machine.
The swing equation for the ith synchronous machine can be
written according to equation (5) it is observed that with the
reduction in reactive power changes during fault occurrence
the angular stability increasing is available.
(5)

(

∑

(

)

(

As it was seen in the single machine system, using the
resistance limiter which was made using high temperature
superconductors reduces the amount of voltage drop at the
time of the fault. Thus the other problem which needs to be
optimized is the level of voltage drop at the time of the fault
or in other words the level of the voltage change. Voltage
stability index for the bus I during the fault at the bus K is
calculated using the equation (15) and equation (16) is the
third expression which must be optimized.
(15)
∑

Minimum (J3) =∑

(16)

Where Ei is the voltage of the bus I obtained from the load
flow and Eik is the voltage of the same bus during the fault at
bus K. Therefore everything that must be optimized has been
mentioned in the equation (17).
Minimum (J)
∑
∑

(6)
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=

∑

∑

∑
(17)

So that :

))

Where Mi is the inertia constant, ωi is the rotor speed, δi is the
rotor angle, Pei is the output electrical power, Pmi is the
mechanical power, Ei is the internal voltage of the
synchronous generator i,Gij and Bij are the elements from the
matrix YBus and N is the number of the synchronous
machines. Finally the swing equation can be represented
using the equation (8).
8)

4. The studied system description
This paper uses the New-England (IEEE) 39-bus system for
the validation and credibility of the optimization results. The
system shown in the figure (5) consists of 10 generators, 39
buses and 46 lines, the details of the system has been taken
from [2] (T.Athay’s research paper) and the appendix B taken
from [1](PhD thesis of A.K.Behera).

Where Hi=ω0/2Mi is the per unit amount of the energy stored
in the rotor. Pmi is the pre-fault mechanical power and Pei is
the electrical power during the fault which can be calculated
using the transient equations mentioned below.
)9 (
(
[

)

(10)

]

(11)
(12)

Where 2/ω0 is a constant term and the angular stability index
of the machine i during the fault at the bus K has been shown
by equation (13) and equation (14) is second equation that
must be optimized.
(13)
Minimum (J2) =∑

∑

(14)

Figure (5) - 39 bus IEEE test system

5.
Optimum placement steps of HTSFCL
Figure (6) shows a flowchart showing the steps of
determining the optimum values and location of the
installation of HTSFCL in the grid.
6.
Studying the results
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The differential evolution method (DE) was presented by
R.M. Storn and K.V. Price in 1995, this method is about
optimization evolution based on population. This method was
used for optimization and it took this method with 1000
iterations to obtain the results of the optimized placement, the
initialization of the superconducting fault current limiters.
start

Steady state
power flow by
Newton-Raphson
method

Calculating of the
objective functions
(J1,j2,j3 and j)

Apply three phase
to ground fault in
bus i

i=i+1

Values of
optimization
method updating

Transient power
flow by equations
(9)-(11)

Generators’
electrical and
mechanical
power and buses’
voltage saving
Yes
Optimization
method randomly
initialize

No
i≤ maximum of
bus number

In the same way for the five mentioned modes, the indices of
voltage stability have been shown in the figure (8) which
shows that the use of multiple target indices (Mode=5) has
caused the enhancement of the final results and is the cause
of the reduction of the amount of voltage changes during the
fault in comparison to other modes.

Iter = maximum
number of
iteration

No
Enter FCL data on
line impedance
and Zbus matrix
updating

Figure (7) – comparison of the fault currents in our bus for the 5
modes

Iter = Iter +1

Yes

Display optimum value and
location of FCLs
New Ybus matrix
calculation
End

Figure (6) - flowchart showing the steps of optimal placement of
HTSFCL
Table (1) shows the optimization results for all conditions.
Coefficient values of multi objective optimization mode
(equation (17)) are equal to below:
w1 = 0.4, w2 = 0.4, w3 = 0.2
Indices
Optimum place &
Optimum value
J1- Isc
J2- ASI
J3- VSI
J-MO

3
939719.9
3
1
3
1
5
939.9

14
1
14
1
14
1
15
1

26
1
21
1
26
1
21
9399..1

Line No.
value (pu)
Line No.
value (pu)
Line No.
value (pu)
Line No.
value (pu)

Figure (8) – The Comparison of voltage stability functions for all
the 5 mentioned modes

Table (1) - Optimization results
The 5 conditions (Mode=1:5) include:
1-Non-use of fault current limiters
Optimized use of fault current limiters
2-With fault current indices
3-With voltage stability indices
4-With angular stability indices
5- With multi objective indices
By using the values obtained from the optimization and
simulation of fault of the three phase-to-ground, the amount
of fault current in every bus has been shown in the figure(7).
It is evident from the figure (7) that usage of multiple target
functions (Mode 5) has better results. As a result it is
obtained that the amount of fault current has reduced in
comparison to other conditions, therefore in terms of security
and protection better conditions would be obtained.

Figure (9) – The comparison of the angular stability functions in
the generator buses for all the 5 modes

And also in the 5 mentioned conditions, with the application
of the obtained values from the optimization and simulation
of the three phase-to- ground, the indices of angular stability
in the productive buses has been shown in the figure(9).
Figure (9) shows the advantage of the use of multiple target
method in this case and also explains the use of voltage
stability indices in the worst possible situation for the
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provision of angular stability is in the buses connected to the
generator.
10.

CONCLUSION
Superconducting materials have different uses and some of its
uses are linked and mixed with the electrical industry. One of
these uses is in fault current limiters. Superconductors which
are manufactured by HTS technology, have the suitable
properties to be used in FCLs. HTSFCL are used in the
electrical transmission and distribution grids for the reduction
of fault current.
The optimization of amount and location of FCLs has been a
topic of several papers. In this paper, a type of resistive type
FCL made by HTS technology has been considered and its
modeling in a single machine system, first of all the
performance of this type of FCL for the reduction of fault
current, reduction of voltage changes and the fluctuation of
the rotor angle of the machine was studied. Then with the use
of the differential evolution the optimum values of this type
of FCL in a test system with stability and security functions
under consideration. Results in the Table (1) are the proof of
the superiority of this type of FCL with the use of multi
objective indices as compared to the single ones. According
to figure (7) the amount fault current in this mode has been
reduced which itself is the expresser of the enhancement of
the conditions as far as protection and security is concerned.
And the graph in figure(8) explains the increase in voltage
stability also figure (9) explains the increase in angular
stability in the condition of HTSFCL placement using multi
objective optimization.
REFERENCES
1. Padyar, A. K. “Power system dynamic stability and
control,” second edition, BS Publications, (2002).
2. Pai, M. A. “Energy function analysis for power system
stability, ” Boston, MA, USA: Kluwer, (1989).
3. Eckroad, S. “Superconducting Fault Current Limiters, ”
EPRI Rep.1017793, (2009).
4. Teng, J. H. and Lu, C. N., “Optimum fault current limiter
placement with search space reduction technique, ” IET
Gener. Transm. Distrib., 4(4): 485–494(2010).
5. Roldan, J. L. Price, A. C. Rosa, F. D. L. and Moriconi, F.,
“Analysis of the effect of a saturable-core HTS fault
current limiter on the circuit breaker transient recovery
voltage, ” IEEE Power and Energy Soc. General Meet.,1–
8 (2011).
6. Llambes, J. C. H. Hazelton, D. W. and Weber, C. S.,
“Recovery under load performance of 2nd generation HTS
superconducting fault current limiter for electric power
transmission lines, ” IEEE Trans. Appl. Supercond., 19(3):
1968–1971(2009).
7. Didier, G. Leveque, J. and Rezzoug, A., “A novel
approach to determine the optimal location of SFCL in
electric power grid to improve power system stability, ”
IEEE Trans. Power Syst., 28(2): 978–984(2013).
8. Khan, U. A. Seong, J. K. Lee, S. H. Lim, S. H. and Lee, B.
W. , “Feasibility analysis of the positioning of
superconducting fault current limiters for the smart grid
application using Simulink and SimPower System, ” IEEE
Trans. Appl. Supercond.,21(3): 2165–2169( 2011).
9. Hongesombut, K. Mitani, Y. and Tsuji, K., “Optimal
location assignment and design of superconducting fault

11.

12.

13.

14.

15.

16.

17.

18.

19.

20.

21.

22.

23.

24.

1917

current limiters applied to loop power systems, ” IEEE
Trans. Appl. Supercond., 13(2): 1828–1831(2003).
Sung, B. C. Park, D. K. Park, J. W. and Ko, T. K., “Study
on optimal location of a resistive SFCL applied to an
electric power grid, ” IEEE Trans. Appl. Supercond.,
19(3): 2048–2052(2009).
Zeineldin, H. H. and Xiao, W. “Optimal fault current
limiter sizing for distribution systems with DG, ” IEEE
Power and Energy Soc. General Meet.,1–5(2011)3
Jiang, L. Chen, X. Y. Jin, J. X. and Liu, B., “Experiment of
a MOSFETs-based bridge type fault current limiter
prototype, ” IEEE Int. Conf. Appl. Supercond. and
Electromagn. Dev. Beijing, China,(2013).
Devi, A. R. and Kumar, J. N., “Simulation of resistive
super conducting fault current limiter and its performance
analysis in three phase systems, ” Int. J. Eng. Res.
Technol., 2(11): 411-415(2013).
Najy, W. K. A, Zeineldin, H. H. and Woon, W. L.,
“Optimal protection coordination for microgrids with gridconnected and Islanded capability, “ IEEE Trans. Ind.
Electron., 60(4): 1668–1677(2013).
ElMoursi, M. S. and Hegazy, R., “Novel technique for
reducing the high fault currents and enhancing the security
of ADWEA power system, ” IEEE Trans. Power Syst.,
28(1): 140–148(2013).
Jones, H. “Superconductors in the transmission of
electricity and networks, ” Energy Policy, 36(2): 4342–
4345(2008).
Llambes, J. C. H., “Fast insertion impedance of 2G HTS
superconductors for megawatt AC and repetitive pulsed
power operation, ” IEEE Trans. Dielectr. Electr. Insul.,
18(4): 1334–1341(2011).
Llambes, J. C. H. and Hazelton, D., “Advantages of
secondgeneration high temperature superconductors for
pulsed power applications, ” IEEE Pulsed Power Conf.,
221–226(2009).
Xie, Y. Marchevsky, M. Zhang, X. Lenseth, K. Chen, Y.
Xiong, X. Qiao, Y. Rar, A. Gogia, B. Schmidt, R. Knoll,
A. Selvamanickam, V. Pethuraja, G. G. and Dutt, P.,
“Second-generation
HTS
conductor
design and
engineering for electrical power applications, ” IEEE
Trans. Appl. Supercond., 19(3): 3009–3013(2009).
Sung, B. C. and Park, J. W., “The effect of SFCL on
electric power grid with wind-turbine generation system, ”
IEEE Trans. Appl. Supercond., 20(3): 1177–1181(2010).
Duron, J. Grilli, F. Dutoit, B. and Stavrev, S., “Modelling
the E-J relation of high-Tc superconductors in an arbitrary
current range, ” Physica C: Supercond., 401(1–4): 231–
235(2004).
Morandi, A., “2D electromagnetic modelling of
superconductors, ” Supercond. Sci. Technol., 25(10):
104003(2012).
Ye, L. and Juengst, K. P., “Modeling and simulation of
high temperature resistive superconducting fault current
limiters, ” IEEE Trans. Appl. Supercond., 14(2)(2004).
Kim, H. R. Choi, H. S. Lim, H. R. Kim, I. S. and Hyun, O.
B., “Resistance of superconducting fault current limiters
based on YBaCuO thin films after quench completion, ”
Physica C:Supercond., 372–376(3): 1606–1609(2002).

25. Alaraifi, S. ElMoursi, M. S. and Zeineldin, H. H.,

May-June

“Optimal Allocation of HTS-FCL for Power System

1918

ISSN 1013-5316; CODEN: SINTE 8

Security and Stability Enhancement, ” IEEE Trans. Power
Syst., 28(4): 4701 – 4711(2013).
26. Yim, S. W. Kim, H. R. Hyun, O. B. and Sim, J., “Quench
and recovery characteristics of Au/YBCO thin film type
SFCL, ” Physica C: Supercond., 463–465: 1172–
1175(2007).

Sci.Int.(Lahore),27(3),1913-1918,2015

27. Sharifi, R. and Heydari, H., “An Optimal Design Approach

May-June

for Resistive and Inductive Superconducting Fault Current
Limiters via MCDM Techniques, “ Iranian J. Electr.
Electron.
Eng.,
7(1):
52-59,
(2011).

